A’udhubillah…rajeem

O Allah, send blessings on Mohammad and his Ahlul Bayt
O Allah, become, now and always, the Guardian, Shield, and Leader; Helper, Guide, and
Protector;
of Your wali (representative), Al-Hujjat-ibn-Al-Hasan (Your blessings be on him and his
forefathers)
so that he may become firmly established on Your earth, and govern for a long time.

Salawaat!
Our Holy Prophet (SAW ) said:

“Husain is from me, and I am from Husain”
In other words, Imam Husain (AS) is Rasool-Allah’s flesh and blood, and the message of
Rasool-Allah (SAW ), the existence of Islam is ONLY due to Imam Husain (AS).
The goal of this year’s series of speeches by the students of ALI School
is Husain Shanaasi, that is to enhance our understanding of Imam Husain (AS)
under the guidance of this Hadees of Rasool-Allah (SAW).
These speeches are available on the ALI School website.

Moharram 8: Imam Husain (as) at Karbala
4th to 8th of Moharram
Hadi Abbas

After he had gone to Nakhaylah, Ubaydullah Ibn Ziyaad gave a speech to the people of
Kufa saying, “O people! You tested the household of Abi Sufiyan and found them as you
wanted them to be! You know Yazeed, who is with good conduct! Treats well the
inferior, and grants out rightly! And his father was so! Now he has ordered to raise your
share of grants and he put money with me to divide among you, sending you to war with
his enemy, Al-Husain! Lend a good ear to this and obey!” Then he prescribed some
grants for the people of Damascus and ordered the whole city to ready for war. He and
his followers went to Nakhaylah and dispatched Hasin ibn Numayr, Hujr ibn Abjar,
Shabath ibn Rab’ie, and Shimr ibn Zil Jawshan to help Umar ibn Saad in Karbala to
fight Imam Husain (AS).
On the 5th of Muharram, Ibn Ziyaad sent someone to call Shabath ibn Rab’ie. Knowing
he was to be dispatched to Karbala by Ibn Ziyad, Shabath pretended to be sick. Ibn
Ziyad knew this, and pointed out that if he was truly loyal to him, he would have to show
up at the palace. Shabath went, and was dispatched to Karbala with 1,000 horsemen.
Later on, a man named Zuhair ibne Qays and 500 troops were sent by Ibne Ziyaad to
guard Jisr-e-Sirat, a bridge used by Kufians to reach Karbala, and stop those from Kufa
going to help Imam Husain (AS). Amir Ibn Abi Salama, who was headed towards
Karbala to help Imam Husain (AS), passed Zuhair and his troops.
Zuhair said to him, “I am aware of your decision of helping Al-Husain. Move back.” But
Amir ibn Abi Salama attacked Zuhar ibn Qays and all the troops that were in his path,
and nobody dared to chase him. He ended up reaching Imam Husain (AS) at Karbala.
Ibn Ziyaad wrote a letter to Umar ibn Saad on the 6th of Muharram saying, “I didn’t
hesitate to put at your discretion whatever multitude of division including cavalry,
infantry, and equipment. Be careful because you are reported every day and night!”
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Habib ibn Mazahir said to Imam Husain (AS), “Yabna Rasoolallah! There lives a tribe of
Bani Asad nearby. If you let me go to them and invite them here, perhaps, by Allah, the
enemy’s army may back away from you when Bani Asad shows up!”
He received the permission of Imam Husain (AS) and went to them saying, “I’ve brought
you the greatest gift. I call you on helping the son of the Apostle. He has companions
each of who are far better than 1,000 warriors and they will not leave him alone or hand
him over to the enemy. Umar ibn Saad has beleaguered him by massive army. Since
you are of my race, I lead you to this good path. Obey me today and hasten to aid him
to reserve the other world and its honor for yourself. I swear to Allah that even one of
you gets killed in His path, along side the son of His prophet’s daughter and keeps
patience with the hope of divine reward, the Apostle will be his companion in the highest
place of Heaven.”
This call failed though, when some men from the tribe of Bani Asad told Umar ibn Saad.
Then Umar sent a man named Azraq with 400 horsemen to face them. They blocked
the way to Imam Husain (AS). Habib ibne Mazaahir went back and told the story to
Imam Husain (AS) who said, “No power is greater that of Allah’s.”
Ibne Ziyaad sent a letter to Umar on the 7th of Moharram ordering him to not let Imam
and his companions drink a single drop of water. Immediately, Umar stationed Amru
ibne Hajjaaj with 500 horsemen by the River Furaat, stopping Imam Husain (AS) and
his companions from reaching water.
Then came the day of Ashura. After Zuhr namaaz one by one the brave companions of
Imam Husain (AS) fell in the battle field. Imam Husain (AS) and Hazrat Ali Akbar (AS)
were the last ones left in the brave army of Imam Husain (AS). Imam Zain-ul ‘Aabideen
lay sick in his tent. Hazrat Abbas (AS), the alamdaar of the army, waited anxiously. He
had asked Imam Husain (AS) several times for permission to go and fight. Each time
Imam Husain (AS) would reply “Abbas, you are the captain of my army; you are my
alamdaar”. Hazrat Abbas (AS) never argued with Imam Husain (AS).
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