A’udhubillah…rajeem

O Allah, send blessings on Mohammad and his Ahlul Bayt
O Allah, become, now and always, the Guardian, Shield, and Leader; Helper, Guide, and Protector;
of Your wali (representative), Al-Hujjat-ibn-Al-Hasan (Your blessings be on him and his forefathers)
so that he may become firmly established on Your earth, and govern for a long time.

Salawaat!
Our Holy Prophet (SAW ) said:

“Husain is from me, and I am from Husain”
In other words, Imam Husain (AS) is Rasool-Allah’s flesh and blood, and the message of
Rasool-Allah (SAW ), the existence of Islam is ONLY due to Imam Husain (AS).
The goal of this year’s series of speeches by the students of ALI School
is Husain Shanaasi, that is to enhance our understanding of Imam Husain (AS)
under the guidance of this Hadees of Rasool-Allah (SAW).
These speeches are available on the ALI School website.

Moharram 2: Imam Husain (as) during the life of
Prophet Muhammad (saw)
Student Name:

The Imam after al-Hasan b. Ali was his brother, al-Husayn b. Ali (who was) the son of Fatima,
daughter of the Apostle of God, may God bless him and his family, through the designation
(nass) of his father and grandfather, peace be on them, and the testamentary bequest
(wasiyya) of his brother, al-Hasan, peace be on him. His kunya was Abu Abd Allah (glory be to
Him).

He was born in Medina, on the of third Shaban in the year 4 A.H. (626). His mother, Fatima,
peace be on her, brought him to the Apostle of God. The latter was delighted with him and
named him Husayn. He sacrificed a ram on his behalf in the rite of aqiqa. On the testament of
the Apostle of God, he and his brother are the two lords of the youth of Heaven, and by
unanimous agreement, they were the grandsons of the Prophet of Mercy.

Al-Hasan b. Ali, peace be on them, was like the Prophet, may God bless him and his family,
from his head to his chest, while al-Husayn was like him from his chest to his feet. They were
the two dear ones of the Apostle of God among all his family and children. [Zadhan reported
on the authority of Salman, may God be pleased with him:]

I heard the Apostle of God, may God bless him and his family, say concerning al-Hasan and
al-Husayn, peace be on them: O God, I love both of them. Therefore love them and love
whoever loves them Then he said: Whoever loves al-Hasan and al-Husayn, is one whom I
love. Whomever I love, God loves, and whomever God loves, He will cause to enter Heaven.
Whoever hates them, I hate and God hates. Whomever God hates, He will cause to enter the
Fire. Then he said: These two sons of mine are my two plants of sweet basil (to sweeten) the
world.
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In the House of the Holy Prophet, which presented the best image of both the worlds - the
heaven and the earth- a child who benefited humanity as if he was a Divine Impression
reflecting the earth, was born on one of the nights of the month of Sha'ban. His father was
Imam Ali, the best model of kindness towards his friends and the bravest against the enemies
of Islam, and his mother was Hadrat Fatimah, the only daughter and child of the Holy Prophet,
who had as universally acknowledged, inherited the qualities of her father.

Imam Husayn, is the third Apostolic Imam. When the good news of his birth reached the Holy
Prophet, he came to his daughter's house, took the newly-born child in his arms, recited adhan
and iqamah in his right and left ears respectively, and on the 7th day of his birth, after
performing the rites of Aqlqah, named him al-Husayn, in compliance with Allah's command.
Abdullah ibn Abbas relates: "On the very day when Imam Husayn was born, Allah ordered
angel Gabriel to descend and congratulate the Holy Prophet on His Behalf and on his own.

While descending, Gabriel passed over an island where the angel Futrus had been banished
due to his delay in executing a commission assigned by Allah.

He was deprived of his wings and expelled to the island where he remained for several years
praying and worshipping Allah and asking for His forgiveness. "When the angel Futrus saw
Gabriel, he called out, ' Where are you going, O Gabriel?' To this he replied, ' Husayn, the
grandson of Muhammad is born, and for this very reason Allah has commanded me to convey
His congratulations to His Apostle.' Thereupon, the angel said, ' Can you carry me also along
with you? May Muhammad recommend my case to Allah.' Gabriel took the angel along with
him, came to the Holy Prophet, offered congratulations to him on behalf of Allah and himself
and referred the case of the angel to him. The Holy Prophet said to Gabriel, Ask the angel to
touch the body of the newly-born child and return to his place in Heaven.' On doing this, the
angle re-obtained his wings instantly and praising the Holy Prophet and his newly- born
grandson, ascended towards the Heaven.
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Hasan and Husayn, the two sons of the Holy Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib and Hadrat Fatimah, our
Lady of Light, were respected and revered as the 'Leaders of the Youths of Paradise' as stated
by the Holy Prophet.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace be Upon him and his progeny, had openly prophesied
that the faith of Islam would be rescued by his second grandson Husayn, when Yazid, son of
MuAwiayh, would endeavour to destroy it.

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem

Today is the 2nd night of Moharram.

On the 2nd day of Moharram, Husayn's caravan reached Kerbala. Thousands of Yazid's
soldiers were already there, having arrived long before the Imam.

The small tribe living in Kerbala gathered around Husayn's caravan. Imam Husayn enquired
about the price of the land in Kerbala. He then bought the entire land.

Then, he first spoke to the menfolk of the tribe.

"O, menfolk of Kerbala! We have not come here to fight. Yazid's soldiers will fight with us and
we will be killed. They will not bury our bodies and our bodies will be left to the wild animals of
the desert. I request a favour from you. Please, bury our bodies.

Imam Husayn then turned to the womenfolk of the tribe.

"Ladies of Kerbala! Your menfolk, out of fear of Yazid's soldiers might not bury our bodies.
Ladies! When your men are working in the fields, please come out of your houses and bury our
bodies.

Somehow Imam Husayn did not feel the men nor the women would carry out his request.
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Sadly, he turned to the children who had gathered and spoke gently to them.

Children! If your father or your mother are unable to bury us, I beg you to throw a fistful of sand
over our bodies while you are playing in the fields. That way, children, our bodies will slowly
get buried."

Then, he turned to everyone who had gathered around and spoke again.

"My second request to you all is to look after the people who will come to visit our graves after
our death. They will be my guests so please look after them and feed them for three days."

Imam then ordered the tents to be pitched by the river. It was very hot in Kerbala and the
supply of water was absolutely essential for survival.

Abbas, commander of Husayn's army, with his men, started to pitch the tents by the river. The
commanders of Yazid's army ordered their men to pull out Husayn's tents. They stopped
Husayn's tents from being pitched by the river.

Abbas became very angry. He pulled out his sword and wanted to kill the enemies.

Abbas, the lion son of Ali, was like his father. He was very brave and strong. The enemies
feared him. If he wanted the tents to be pitched by the river, then Yazid's men even though in
thousands, would not be able to stop him.

Husayn saw what was happening and quickly intervened. He knew his brother's temper and
strength.

"Abbasl My brother Abbas! Put your sword back. Abbas, we have not come here to fight. Later
on, people will say that we started the battle for water. Abbas! My brother Abbas! Calm down
and put your sword back! Let us move away from here. We will pitch our tents elsewhere."

Abbas considered his brother to be his master and always obeyed his commands. He put his
sword back and ordered his men to pitch their tents away from the river.
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This was the 2nd of Moharram. As nights and days passed by, the scene in Kerbala changed.

Day by day Yazid's army increased in number. Nearly 20,000 of Yazid’s soldiers surrounded
Husayn's tents.

Why so many to fight no more than 72 men in Husayn's army?

Despite having so many men in Yazid's army, his commanders were still worried because the
72 men in Husayn's army were no ordinary men. They were brave, faithful and did not fear
death.

Yazid's soldiers knew this and therefore thought of a way to weaken Husayn's army.

On 7th Moharram, Yazid's commanders ordered their men to stop water from reaching
Husayn's tents.

There were many ladies and children with Husayn and they suffered a lot without water and
food.

For three days, one could here children crying for water

"AL-ATASH! AL-ATASH! AL-ATASH! WATER! WATER! WATER! THIRST! THIRST! THIRST!"

Abbas could hear this. He could hear his beloved Sakina crying for water. Abbas loved Sakina
dearly and always got her anything she wanted.

Everytime Abbas heard Sakina crying for water, he shook with grief.

Abbas! Poor Abbas, could not bear to hear Sakina crying.

"AL-ATASH! AL-ATASH! AL-ATASH!" echoed through the land of Kerbala for three days and
nights. Many little children died from thirst and hunger.

INNA LILLAHE WA INNA ELAIHE RAJEOON!
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